Essential Questions:
Source:  Dr. Alfred Tatum  Teaching Reading to Black Adolescent Males, Stenhouse Publishing, 2005 
Bakari Kitwana’s (2002) The Hip Hop Generation

· How is the world view of young male and female blacks different from those of the previous generations?

· How have high incarceration rates affected the lives of young blacks?

· Why do the unemployment rates of young blacks remain twice as high as those of their white counterparts?

· What does it mean to come of age in post-segregation America?

· How has coming of age in an emerging global economy influenced the worldview of blacks?

Black males should be encouraged to think about the following questions:
· What does it mean to be a man?

· What does it mean to be a black male?

· What does it mean to be a black male in America?

· What does it mean to be a black male in the global community?

· What does it mean to be described in animal terms (for example, as an endangered species)?

· What does it mean to be despised because of the color of your skin?

· What does it mean to be racially profiled?

· What does it mean to be placed in the lowest-performing schools?

· What does it mean to be misunderstood?

· What does it mean to be feared?

· What does it mean to be the descendent of an enslaved group?

· What does it mean to be a citizen in a nation that has not allowed you to be president?

· What does it mean to be stereotyped as a criminal?

· What does it mean to be praised just because you speak “standard” English?

· What does it mean to have more of your group in prison than in college?

· What does it mean to have more formal education but make less money than your white counterparts?

· What does it mean to be a victim of police brutality?

· What does it mean to fight upstream?

· What does it mean to overcome?

· What does it mean to have to justify your presence?

· What does it mean to have to defend your rights as a human being?

· What does it mean to be pacified with low expectations?

· What does it mean to be viewed as sexually promiscuous and out of control?

· What does it mean when others are uncomfortable around you?

· What does it mean to be the focus of local, state, and national commissions of (on?) negative social conditions?

· What does it mean to be the representative of all things black and male?

· What does it mean to be invisible?

· What does it mean to have people distrust you because you are black and male?

· What does it mean to have unbalanced representation in the news and media?
· What does it mean to have one of the shortest life spans?

· What does it mean to be figuratively feminized and castrated?

· What does it mean to spend years of no importance in schools?

· What does it mean to be endlessly judged and evaluated by European standards?
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